CHAPTER   VI
THE FALL OF THE RIGHT COALITION AND THE
DEATH OF STRESEMANN
fT*HE inspiring exordia to the ministerial declaration tailed
JL away to anti-climax. It was too much to expect anything
else. After all the Right coalition had only been in existence for
a day or two and the circumstances of its formation had not
allowed of any real agreement on a programme. The declaration
could do no more than define the basis of agreement and mention
the few points on which no difference of opinion had cropped
up. The government declared that it took its stand on "Christian
principles"—a hit at "atheistical Marxism"; promised a new
education bill—the sop to the Centrum which, true to tradition,
had made confessional gain the condition of support of the
government; declared that it would keep the Reichswehr "repub-
lican"—the indiscriminate or rather very discriminate recruiting
of "national" elements had long been a source of disquiet to
democrats; agreed to do something to compensate the victims
of inflation-deflation^ to keep finance in a sound state and to
continue the development of the social services. It was a colour-
less programme leaving a Left opposition little into which to get
its teeth; it was certainly not a Right programme^ and consider-
ing the legislation actually adumbrated^ meant indeed little more
than that administration would be carried on.
Obviously as had been said the duty of a coalition ministry
of the kind just formed was to consolidate the coalition by drafting
a genuine coalition programme and appealing over the heads of
the party committees to the parties. If it were a true coalition
programme^ it would be essentially a Right programme which
would earn the hostility of the Left parties and automatically
secure the support of the government parties. But the ministry
never got a chance even to show that it had a desire to do so.
The party committees lost no time at all in showing very plainly
that they at least had no intention of giving up the functions

